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political ambition.

"It's a gl"at opportunity
to be the llrst IT director for
the city after I was·the first
IT director for the (district),"
Payne said. "J think we did
great tblngs at the board,
and I would like to do lbe
same kind of things here."

see Plainfield, Page A4

e
Robfnson.Briggs said 'l\tes- gramming 'md even serving
day; the new position comes as the city's media liaison,
with a salary range of according to Robinson·
$70,000 to $110,000. • Briggs. Payne said Wedn'!S'

Payne's responsibilities daY that the decision to take
are expected to range 1l'om the new position and a cor·
overhauling the municipal responding pay cut was a
Web site-to revamping local personal One motivated by a
cable television pro· desire to be cha1lenged, not

r
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HIRED: IT manager; 2 finance jobs remain vacant
veteran of the school district
who mC>St recently was pald
a $122,000 salary as its coor·
dinator of Infonnatlon tech:
nology and support services,
resigned 1l'om that'position
effective Feb. 5. Payne took
over as the city's IT man·
ager Feb. 8, Mayor Sharon

u
City fills 1 of 3 top posts
By MARK SPIVEY

STAPP WRlTt:K

PLAINFIELD - The city has
hired a fonner PJalnfleld
Public Schools otflclal to fill
Its new position of i.nfonna­
tion technology manager,
but municipal officials con·
tInue to fret over the vacan­
cies in two other key gov·
envnent positions..

Chris Payne, a llJ.year

Rutgers will honor
Hamady N'Dlaye today
during Senior Night.
SPORTS, PAGE Cl

NATION

A GANNETT NEWSPAPER

COLLEGE
BASKETBALL

See Studies. Page AS

SOMERVILLE - Consolidation studies
undertQken by Some.rset County of
local pollee. tax B.6Se5ament and Mw'Ue-­
i:pal Court f\met1ons will go through an­
other rowld of data ~l1th9rlng before
updated rQports are presented to offi­
cials.

The Cnldwell-based consultant wOl·k·
ing on thoso studies, Thomas Ban~er.
has virtually completed aU three 1"'0-0
viev.-s but wants to nr.xlate portions of
them witb 2008 buclget data.. aecord-Lng
to .a March 2 e·nlAtl !tom Freeholder Di­
rector Jack CiattareUi to members. of
the Somerset Count.)' Municipal Manag·
en Assoc13tion.

Clattarelli said the R$Sociatlon:s role
will be to apPl;"ove or disanprbvo of
moving to tho third phase of the poUee
study. which entalls a task force of
takcholdcl'S in any pr'Qposed conso1i4

dation. Decisions also would be made
on the second phases for the tax 8sseS$­
mellt and municipal court studies,
which would include the design of pro­
totypes and a deployment plan for r&
gional modelS.

By MARTlN C. BRICKETTO
S'TAFFWRITER

See Renewal, Page A4

Consolidation
studies need
budget data

Renewal zone
in Somerville
could expand
Post Office Plaza
owner wants in

By MARTIN C. 8RfCKETTO
STAFF WRITBR

SOMERVILLE - The borough will ex·
plore whether Post Office Plaza should
become part of the redevelopment area
that includes the Downtown Somerville
Shopping Center.

The Borough CouncU on Monday ap­
proved a resolullon directing the Plan·
nJng Board to evaluate the lots with the
office building and an adjoining park·
ing area on the comer of Division
Sireet and Veterans Memorial Drive In
the redevelopment zone.

Somerville 1'lc I LLC owns the prop­
el'ly being considered for the roughly
14·ac,,, West Main Street Redevelop­
ment Area. according to property re­
corda.

Officials have said lbe owner of the
nearby shopping center, JSM at Somer·
Ville, is trying to reach a formal lease
with Saker ShopRltes that would bring
a supermarket back 10 the site between
West Main Street and Veterans Memo­
rial Drive as part of broader redevelop­
ment plans. The old shopping center,
1'1" ',cluding the b' Ill'\: , '\lat for·
merlY housed .Pathmal/'~'ilil'.w)J' was
demolished by-crews last month.

The CUITe11t action wlth Posl Office
Plaza is dlrectly tied to the possibility

STAFF ~OTQ$: 10 p~UAAINI

Top: Artiat Carcn Frost Olmsted puU finishing
touches on a 100-toot mural she designed ;lind
students and parents painted alons III hallway ~t
Oak Street Elemontary SChoof In Bernard.'

~:~~~fp~;d::stS:~~:'~:~::~~g~o;;::~:'neg the
familiar lSconGS Clepletod.

600 PUPILS HAD A HAND
PAlNTJNG lOO-FT. MURAL

Linda Sadlouskos

S 'cenlc views from the Basking Ridge sec­
tion of Bernards have boon re-cl"eated on
a winding hallway leading to th.e new

cafe at the township:.t> Oak Stroot Elementary
SchooL Local artist Caren Frost Olmsted, whose
son Benjamin is a third-grader. sa1d she stal'tcc1
work in January on the schoolv.tid.c proje<..-t cele­
bloating the school's 70th anniversary and lhe
township's 250th.

"I basleally laid out a huge colorIng boox:'
O).msted said. Each of the schOO}"$; more than
600 students was ass.igned to paint in small sec­
tions. Another 70 or 50 parents volWlteered to
paint the sky and to supervise chlldren In
grades K·5 as they painted, Olmstead snld.

The mural depicts the school, a ce.nturiB~-o]d
oak u'ee, English Farm and 'Othor sites and
sights.

The mural will 00 oftlcia.Uy l\nvelled at 6:15
p.m. Friday in the cafe at the school. 70 W. Oak
St.'
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centenarian loves life.
education and a good
joke.
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For r1eW'S updates
tnt'Ovghout the
day, ";$;' u~ 0" the Web.

Annual festival to
feature more than 20
New Jersey artists.
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Government still
hearing complaints
about fl>:ed Toyotas.
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